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New Attack on Baha'i Faith
in Iran
September 19, 1983 (Toronto, Ontario)
Iranian authorities have launched a new
attack on the Baha'i Faith in Iran by of-
ficially banning aIl its worship and ad-
ministrative activities.
Baha'is may practice their beliefs as
private individuals. Any communal ac-
tivity, however, has now been defined
as a criminal act.
Douglas Martin, General Secretary of
the Baha'is of Canada, stated that the
authorities' suggestion that Baha'is may
"practice their faith as individuals" is
meaningless in a country where 156
Baha'is, including women and youths
were judicially murdered when they
refused to recant rather than accept an
offer of freedom if they did so, where
Iran's Baha'i children cannot attend
schools if they do not deny their Baha'i
beliefs, and where Baha'is cannot bury
their dead or even receive the bodies of
their slain fathers, mothers, husbands,
wives or children.
* * *
ICMNews
The September movement programme
included 8,630 Indochinese from the
asylum countries of Southeast Asia, 990
Africans, 350 Iranians from Spain, 647
Afghans from India and Pakistan, 166
Polish ex-detainees and their families
from the Bad Soden facility, 3,050
refugees and migrants from Europe, and
210 Latin Americans (Return of Talent
and other returnees). Among the In-
dochinese were 2,206 Vietnamese na-
tionals who travelled from Ho-Chi-
Minh Ville via Bangkok to 20 different
immigration countries.
The emigration of Soviet Jews remained
at a relatively low level with 136 ar-
rivaIs in Vienna. Of these, 44 proceeded
to Israel and 82 were transferred to Italy
for resettlement processing to other
countries.
Apart from the above, 4,345 In-
dochinese were transferred from the
asylum countries of Southeast Asia to
the Refugee Processing Centres in Ba-
taan, Philippines (4,241) and Galang,
Indonesia (104).
Repatriation of Eritreans and
Ethiopians
The controversial repatriation of
Eritrean and Ethiopian refugees in
Djibouti began in mid-August. The
U.N. emphasizes the voluntary nature
of the repatriation.
Unaccompanied Minors
A seminar on Unaccompanied Minors is
being planned by the European Con-
sultation on Refugees and Exiles. It is to
take place in Frankfurt from 13-15
March 1984.
* * *
Seminar on Integration of
Refugees in Europe
Representatives of governments and
voluntary agencies from 19 European
countries have completed a four-day
seminar on the integration of refugees in
Europe, held in Geneva under the
auspices of UNHCR, from 12 to 15
September 1983.
Participants stressed that the numbers
of asylum-seekers arriving in European
countries and the numbers of refugees
already residing in European countries
did not represent, either in absolute
figures or as a proportion of the total
population, a problem of any
significance. While the average propor-
tion of refugees as a percentage of the
total population is 0.140/0, in Il coun-
tries it is less than 0.1 % .
It was, however, recognized that pro-
blems arose in the admission and in-
tegration of refugees from the fact that a
number of European countries have ad-
mitted large numbers of aliens, par-
ticularly in the last 20 years, and that
asylum -seekers and refugees are often
perceived by the public at large as part
of the overall aliens problem.
* * *
Nansen Medal for 1983
Awarded ta President Nyerere
of Tanzania
Mwalimu Julius Kambarage Nyerere,
President of the United Republic of Tan-
zania, is to receive the Nansen Medal
for 1983.
* * *
Palestinian Refugees -
Latest Reports
Food: The general distribution of food-
stuffs to sorne 800,000 refugees was
suspended in September 1982 except in
Lebanon where special arrangements
were made for those affected by the
crisis.
Housing: UNRWA has provided
assistance to more than 13,000 families
in repairing or rebuilding their homes
(in Lebanon).
Registration: UNRWA has initiated a
new registration system to provide one
card for each person rather than one
card per family to be completed by
mid-1984.
Protection: As of June 1983, the
Commissioner-General of UNRWA,
Olof Rydbeck, considered the prospects
bleak for increased civilian security in
Lebanon.
* * *
CHANGE OF DATE
ICARA II
ICARA II, the Second International
Conference on Assistance to Refugees in
Africa, will take place in Geneva from
9 to Il July, 1984.
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